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of the ruling authorities, and feel that I was thereby stopped
from speaking on behalf of Finland, of the Jews, of the
persecuted Eussian liberals, and of all the many other peo-
ple upon whom the iron despotism of the bureaucracy bears
with sucli crushing weight.

I said above that I doubted whether the sovereigns cared
to see me. I am now inclined to think that they did, as a
relief to the tedium, the dull, narrow routine of their lives.
I shall always bear testimony to the courtesy and good
manners, and the obvious sense of responsibility and duty,
of the various sovereigns I met. But of course, as was to
be expected, they were like other human beings in that the
average among them was not very high as regards intellect
and force. Indeed the kind of driving force and energy
needed to make a first-class President or Prime Minister,
a great general or War Minister, would be singularly out
of place in the ordinary constitutional monarch. Appar-
ently what is needed in a constitutional king is that he shall
be a kind of sublimated American Vice-President; plus be-
ing socially at the head of that part of his people which you
have called "the free masons of fashion." The last func-
tion is very important; and the king's lack of political
power, an'd his exalted social position, alike cut him off from
all real comradeship with the men who really do the things
that count; for comradeship must imply some equality, and
from this standpoint the king is doubly barred from all that
is most vital and interesting. Politically he can never rise
to, and socially he can never descend to, the level of the
really able men of the nation. I cannot imagine a more
appallingly dreary life for a man of ambition and power.

The kings whom I saw were not as a whole very ambitious
or very forceful, though fine, honest, good fellows; and the
monotony of their lives evidently made them welcome any
diversion in the shape of a stranger, who gave them an
entirely new point of view, and with whom, because of the
nature of the case, they knew they could be intimate with-
out any danger of the intimacy being misconstrued, or
leading to unpleasant situations in the future. They had